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Everybody’s and Nobody’s.

Col. BRYAN I8 vainly trying to aseert a
proprietary rightin the anti-Trust business.
He warns the Republicans away, Oanly the
Democrats are really opposed to Trusts;
don't j belieye that the Republicans are.
CopLIN'S the man, not Suorr, The Colonel
grows almost tearful in his protestations.
Heo even kicks away the impertinent facts,
Tor instance, in a speech at Minneapolls
last week he said airily that the Republican
party’ “is indebted to the Trusts for its
existence to-day," and followed up that
ingenious whopper by this other one:

“1f you thin} that tho Republican party s going
to destroy the Trusts, lot me remind you that three
yoars ago you never heard a Republican defend &
Trost, and now you can hardly get a Republican to
denonuce a Trust.,”

Perhaps we ought to withdraw the term
“whopper.” At least, we attribute no in-
tention of falsehood to the Colonel. We
assume that he never reads anything but
his own speeches, a sullicient 1f not highly
fruitful labor, Otherwise he would have
known by the Republican platforms last
year and by tho messages of Republican
Governors this year that the Republican
party s denouncing and not defending
Trusts. In fact, everybody that is at all
proper is as flerce as firo against every
Trust that is improper. And there you are,
Colouel.  You have got hold of everybody's
jssue; consequently of nobody’s. It s Re-
publican, Dewmocratie, Populist, Prohibi-
tiouist, National Reform, of all parties and
of no party. You can't put your little
private label on it any more than you can
label air,

Yet, wo dare say, air I8 considerably
heavier than this everybody's and no-
body's issure.

Puerto Rico.

Yoesterday a commission of men from
Puerto Rico arrived in this harbor on their
way to Washington to ask for abolition of
tho tariff between Puerto Rico and this
country, the lndispensable requisite for the
revival of the island's trade. While we have
no doubt that this request will be put with
all courtesy and humility, both in word and
spirit, the petitioners will ask merely for
what they have a moral right to have,

Puerto Rico is of the United States, not
only by treaty with Spain, but by manifest
destiny. There can properly be no com-
mercial barrier between her and the States
of the Union.

The rule that he glves twice who glves
quickly never applied on alarger scale than
it «“ws in the case of this Island. Commer-
clally it is paralyzed through its trans-
fer from Spain to America. Its former
opportunities for trade have been taken
away, not, as yet, to be replaced, and the
Puerto Ricans are suffering grievously In
consequence,  Questions of the tariff or
local industry here cannot have prece-
dence over the imperative demand for re-
lief for Puerto Rico imposed upon us by
her annexation,

Will the British Ministry Be Recon-
structed?

Unleas the British Generals in South
Africa gain somo notable successes before
Jan. 30, the date at which Parllament re.
assembles, wo aro likely to witness several
changes in the Sallsbury Cabinet. We do
not believe that the (tovernment, which,
when the present House of Commons was
elected, had in it a majority of 150, can be
overthrown under existing conditions, but
many Conservatives admit that **tho Min-
{sterial cargo will have to be jettisoned.”

Which Members of the Cabinet are likely
to be forced out of effice by public opinion,
and by whom may we expect to see them
replaced? It seems to be generally believed
that the head of the War Office, Lord Laxs-
powNE, will have to go. There is no doubt
that Mr. CHAMBERLAIN i8 principally re-
sponsible for the political miscalculation
which lies at the root of the reverses thus
far experienced by the British arms in South
Africa. It was Lord LANSDOWNE'S duty,
however, to insist that his colleagues should
heed the warnings of Lord WoLsELEY and
Bir WrnLiaM BuTLeR, and not precipitate
England Into a war for which it was unpre-
pared. Who will be Lord LANSDOWNE'S suc-
cessor it would be hard to prediet, If Lord
WorskLEY were selected for the post, there
would be no further confliet between the
political and mlilitary chiefs of the War
Department, and responsibllity would rest
upon the man who has to bear the bulk of
the burden of military administration.
Lord WoLsELEY himself, however, has not
escaped popular odium during tho last few
months, and for that reason a young and
energetio clvillan may be preferred for the
headship of the War Office. If Lord Sarrs-
BURY choge to go outside of the ranks of
politicians, he could find vigorous adminis-
trators whoso namea would be accepted as
auguries of triumph, such men as Lord
Cromrgr, who in Egypt has brought order
out of a financial chaos, or 8ir CorLiN Scorr-
MoNcRrIEYY, the engineer, who has given

Egypt her present system of irrigation, or
B.r GEORGE TAUBMANN GOLDIE, who may
be said to have created the great province
of Nigeria,

Another Member of the Cabinet, of whom
s part of the London press desires to make
a scapegoat, 18 Bir MroHAEL Hicks-BrAcH,
the Chancellor of the Exchequer, He {s
blamed for an egregious miscaleulation of
the coet of the war, having given the im-
pression at the short sesslon of Parllament,
which followed the outbreak of the conteat,
that ten millions of pounds sterling would
gufice. Now he wiil have to ask for
£20,000,000 more, and this can ouly be
regarded as a second Inetallment of the
necessary outlay, if the war, 88 now seems
probable, should be prolonged for many
months. It is difficult, however, for on-
lookers to understand how Mr. CHAMBER-

LAIN can ba spared, if Lord LaNspowNE

uwnd Sir MicHarL Hicxs-BEAcH are con-

stralned to resign. The two Minlsters last
named are chiefly blamaworthy because, in-
stead of examining tho facta for themselves,
the y trustad to the Colonial Becretary, who
was the Cabinet's professional expert with
regard to South African affairs, Mr, CHAM-
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BERLAIN now says that the war was inevi
table, beosuse the Doers had long planued
to oust Great Britaln from the position of
paramount power In South Africe. Why,
then, did he not avold glving any pretext
for collision untll England was thoroughly
prepared? Why did he precipitate aqu rel
by & wrangle over the conditions of the
franchise in the Transvaal? He cannot
plead Ignorance, for it was Lis business to
be Informed and to Iuform his colleagues.
One thiug I8 tolerably certain, usmely,
that, if Lord LaxspowNe and Sir MICHAEL
Hicks-BeacH are turned out for conflding
in Mr. CHAMBERLAIN'S assertious, thelr
friends will protest stoutly against the re-
tention of the Colonial Secretary.

14 has been suggested that Lord BALISe

BURY might strengthen himself in publio
oplnion and paralyze opposition by forming
a coalition Cabinet, in which representa-
tives of the Moderate Liberals or Liberal
Imperialists, 1lke Lord ROSEBERY and Mr,
ASQUITH, might be Invited to occupy Im-
portant places. Considered as politicians,
the Liberals named would be lmprudent to
accept a share of responsibility for the con-
sequences of administrative measures which
thuy can scarcely approve, Consldered as
patriots, they must recognize that they can
render more gervice to thelr country by re-
maining in nominal opposition, but, at the
same time, urglng a vigorous prosecution
of the war. The objection to all coalition
Cabinets is that it leaves the country
without a strong alternative body of
statosmen ready to assume the Gov-
ernment, Tho theory of the British Con-
stitution requires the existence of such an
alternative body. If Lord RoskBERY and
Mr. AsQurTi were taken Intothe Salisbury
Cabinet, the Liberals would have no leaders
left except Sir HENRY CAMPBELT~BANNER-
MAN, 8ir WiLL1aM VERNON-HARCOURT, Mr.
JouN Moriey and Prof. JaMes BRYCE.
Each of these four statesmen not only cone
demns the management of the war, but
also the proceedings which provoked it.
They consider the war an unrighteous one,
and they will scarcely be placed in power
until British public opinion has reconciled
itself to the recognition of the absolute in-
dependence of the Transvaal,
It is possible, of course, that the milltary
situation in Natal and the Cape Colony may
be =0 altered before Jan., 30 that Lord
SALISBUKY may deem it safe to keep his
Cabinet intact. At the present moment,
however, it looks as if some important
changes in the Ministry would be mado,
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The Collezes and the People.

The bequests of the late DORMAN B, EAToN
to endow a professorship of the *‘Sclence
of Government” at Harvard and a chair at
Columbia ‘“‘to gather municipal wisdom
from the most enlightened cities™ attest
the genuineness of the interestin those sub-
jeets 8o long displayed by that public-
gpirited gentleman., Whether, however, the
colleges can be of any real assistance to the

be doubted.

Chairs have already been set up in some
of the colleges to deal with the * Science of
Government,” and a fair test of their com-
petence to handle the specialty and the
value to the public of their treatment of it
has been afforded, They began usually by
teaching free trade and denouncing pro-
tection, but meanwhile protection
mained and it has now gained the upper
hand s0 completely that the question
has been dismissed from practical politics,
Almost invariably, too, they adopted the
Mugwump theory that the people organ-
ized in great parties are wmere political
slaves incompetent for wise and noble gove
ernment, and that the job should be turned
over to independent eccentricity, but now
all the illuminating hierarchs of that cult
have either been extinguished or have
learned by practical experience to prefer
the old way of party combination and or-
ganlization,

Chairs todeal with wwunicipal government
especially have also been established in
some colleges and many theses and books
on the subject have come from them, in
the form of eriticisms on the results of popu-
lur government in the cities. Nowhere,
however, have the peopleofany city thought
it worth while to pay heed to these utter-
ances of colleglate wisdom, Yet meanwhilo
the practical administration of municipal
government has everywhere and steadily
improved. Whoevertakesthe painsto com-
paro it as it is at present with what it was
a generation ago, or trusts to his memory
merely to discover the difference, will dis-
cover at once vast improvement,

No department of government has shown
greater advancement than that of our cities,
though the Incompetenco of popular suf-
trage for it hrs been the constant theme of
these professors. It Las kept up with the
advances of scieneo and utilized its discov-
eries aud contributions for the public bene-
fit not less than they have heen utilized by
the most enlightened of private individuais,
Qur eities are moreorderly, more healthful,
better lighted, furnished with better transit
facilities, and in every way more civilized
than they were a generation ago, and along
with this purely practical improvement
has come not less  notable  artistio
advancement. This city of New York,
which has always been adduced by thege
professors as a flagrant exaruple of vicious
municipal government—called by them a
very pariah among citles—actually affords
the most brilliant example of all this prog-
resa,  Where else in the world is there
an urban population which, all told, lives
in more security and in the greater
and more general enjoyment of the ads
vantages of town What other
great capital of tho world has profited
more by the progress of inventiou and
science? So far from the problem of the
administration of a populous c¢ity Laving
overtaxed the ability of popular govern-
ment it has been solved by It much more
satisfactorily than that of the administra-
tion of country comuunities, Defects,
grave deficioncies, scundals have appeared,
but under popular government they have
been exposed and remediod; nor have they
been more serious than those which have
been wore quickly brought to view in the
management of forelen citivs.

In connection with broader fields of poli-
tics England has always been held up tc us
by these professors as a model to be fol-
lowed in all departments of our publle ad-
ministration, yet when even so small a v or
as that in South Africa put the En/lish
system to the test it was found to bo un-
satisfactory and finefliclent, and storics
of both Inadequucy wnd corruption in
the supply corps of the British Army
are frequent, Our abuity to admin.
{ster the affulrs «f outlyfng terrl-
tory houestly and eMeclently or to ap-
proach the high standard of British colo-
nial adminsrration has been derided by
these professors aud their conception of

it has been used Ly them &s an argu-
ment against expansion, Yet it has been
proved incontestably In the regeneration

1'e-
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of Cuba and will be vindicated thoroughly

e

people in the matters concerned may well |

in our government in the Philipplnes.
None of the evils predicted by thesecollege
philosophers and described by them ae the
ovlls inherent in our political system, has
appearod under this strain; but meantime
the British system extolled by them s
discovering serious flaws under the or-
deal of & war provoked by It

| The prospect that Mr. EATON'S now col-
! Jogn professors will prove greater adepts in
tho " Selence of Government,” general and
special, than the people have shown thew-
golves to be, after the old fashion of party
politics, 18 therefore unilluminated by any
brilllancy in their past achievements as
purveyors of superior political wisdom.
They can learn far more lessous of govern-
ment frow the people than the people can
learn from them,

The Stranahan Tax BilL

The new taxatlon bill, presented to the
State Senate on Monday Ly Senator STRAN-
AHAN, a8 Chalrman of the Committee on
Taxation appolnted last winter, provides
substantially as follows:

Shareholders in banks, Lanking assocla~
tlons and trust companies are to pay to the
Stato a tax of 1 per cent. annually on the
value of thelr shares, to be ascertained by
taking the capltal, surplus und undivided
profits of each corporation, deducting the
assessed value of its real estate, and divid-
ing the remainder by the total num-
ber of shares. Other owners of mouneyed
capital, such as private bankers, aro to
pay a tax of a elmilar amount to the
authorities of the city or town where
they reside, no deduction being allowed
for debts. This equality of tax on mon-
eyed capital is required by section 5219
of the United Btates Revised Statutes,
which forbids the taxation of national bank
stock at a higher rate than other moneyed
capital. No other tax on moneyed capital
{8 to be imposed for any purpose,

Mortgage debts, both of corporations
and of natural persons, are to be taxed one-
halt of one per cent. annually for the benes
fit of the State, and if the tax is not paid
by the mortgagee, it i8 to be collected by
legal proceedings against him, at the end
of which the mortgagor may pay it, and
offset the payment against his debt to
the mortgagee. This is not an lwpalr-
ment of any contract, but a subrogation
of the debtor to the rights of the
State, The payment of the State tax
exempts mortgages from local taxation,
and no direct tax for State purposes, other
than this halt per cent, on mortgages and
one per cent. onmoneyed capital is to be
imposed,

The result of tha bill, if it becomes a law,
will be to relieve localities from the pay-
ment of the quota of State taxes now ime-
posed upon them, and it is computed that
this relief will more than compensate for
the surrendered taxes on moneyed capital
and mortgages, the greater part of which
are now evaded, Owners of real estato
will pay less taxes than they pay now,
and by permitting private lenders of
money to lend on mortgage by the payment
of a tax of only one-half of one per cent,
per annum they will compete with savings
banks, trust companies, insurance
panies, and non-residents who now monop-
olize the market, and keep down the inter-
est on mortgagoe loans to at least present
rates,

The opposition to the bill will probably
come for the most part fro railrowd corpos
rations, like the New York Central, whoso
34 per ceut. bonds are now selling ut a
large premium, and which, under this bill,
will net their purchasers only 3 per eent,
The officers of will
object that the tax on their mortgage ine
vestments will eompel them to reduce their
diyidends to depositors, not considering
that as these depositors now pay no tuxes
whatever, they cun well afford to lose one-
half of one per cent. for the protection
furnishied to their woney by the police, the
fire department, the courts and the
chinery of government in general.

Further discussion may bring to light
defocts in the bill not now apparent, but on
its faco it isa glhu! onean ll'll;_’ll“ to become
a law,

Conl=

savings bauks also
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The Increase of the Artillery.

The proposition to effect a gradual in-
erease of the artillery arm of the service by
adding about fifteen hundred men each
year for the next six years bears the stamp
of sound common sense, careful considera-
tion of the interests of the Government,
and o directness of purpose that should
command respect,

It appears that the proposition is ap-
proved by the Secretary of War, by the
General Commanding tho Army, by the
Adjutant-General, by the leaders in Con-
gress, and by the Administration. Thers
ean be no doubt as to the absolute necessity
for an increaso of this arm. The wmilitary
authorities have been nnanimous in recom-
mending it; the forts have been built and
guns mounted, all of the most modern
type and very costly; but there are not
men enough atany of the forts to take care
of the armament and at the same time
learn thoroughly the drill at thoe different
%uns. Officers are as scarce as mien; youug
Lieutenauts, but a few months in tho ser-
viee, are commanding important posts,
with duties far more responsible than those
of many old Captains a year or two ago,

The gradual increase of the artillery
nieans a moro careful selection and train-
ing of officers and men; indeed, that is the
objeet of having the increase gradual. The
new armament makes greater and higher
demwands on the intelligence and ability of
the personnel, Modern coast artillery car-
riages, the breech blocks of Lheavy guns,
the range-inding instruments aod the ap-
paratus of the electric plants, simple and
durablo as they are, nevertheless have
many delicato parts and require for thefr
grentest efficiency a far higher order of in-
telligenee in their caro and management
than the old armament,

The necessity for a change in organiza-
tion has long been felt, but never so keenly
as at the prescut moment, when the rogi-
mental commanders of artillory, as well as
the department corumantlers, are straining
every nerve to care for and utilize the ex-
pensive and excellent armament which thoe
Government has placed undor their charge.
They have either given posts entire bat-
teries, whioh preserves the organization,
but may give one post more than its share
of the few men avallable; or garrisoned
posts with detachments from batteries,
tuus breaking up the organization.
Neither plan i8 satisfactory, and.the pro-
posed corps organization would solve the
difficulty in the only sensible way in which
it can be golved,

A Chlef of Artillery 18 as necessary to
direct the work of this arm as a Chief of
Ordnance or a Chief of Engineers for the
respective departments they control, and
England has recently learned the danger of
being without such a chief quite as conclu-
slvely as we did in our late war. Gen,
MERRITT, although appreciating the neces-
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sity for a ohlef, feared that the creation of
the oflce would add merely another bureau
to the War Department without conferring
any advantage; and Gen, Miuxs had the
same fear; but the proposition to place this
chief on tho staff of the (eneral Command-
Ing the Army has set all these/fears at rest.
That le where he belongs as a matter of
courge, aud that is where all the chlefs
belong. Why have a General Commanding
the Army If ho is to be a merefigurehoad?
The Becretary of War has shown admis
rable judgment In all he has done and pro-
posed in his office, and evidently has
clear ideas as to his own and the General's
proper sphere, and has left to the latter all
matters that properly belong to his office.
He joins In the endeavor to putthe artillery
on & footing commensurate with ite dutles,
the intelligent and systematio increase
in the strength of this arm, the corps or-
ganization to enable it best to fulfll its mis-
slon, and the chief to direct and be respon-
sible for its preparedness and eficiency; and
it is now the duty of Oongress to second
him In his efforts and to give the country for
the defenoe of ite coast a force as strong in
Its organization and composition as the em~
placements and guns already provided.

Brysn and Militariem,

In spite of his brilliant military career,
Col. BRYAN affects to be greatly scared by
the prospect of *'militarism.” Ifthe United
States holds the Phillppines as American
territory, he fears *‘ militardsm.”

The Colonel’s own programme for the
Philippines was published by him in Kansas
City last week in these words:

“1 want this nation to give them independence
and then protect them t outside iuterfer-
ence."

This would mean a good deal of milita-
rism. To keep order in the Philippines, to
put sown the continuous quarrelling, ban-
ish the war fever, race jealousies and con-
flicts and revolutions of new AGUINALDOS
that are inevitable in the absonce of strong
and equable government of the islands by
the United States, would require a great
army, a much greater one than if the
United States governed iustead of guar-
antoeing and protecting. And a much
greater navy would be required, for the
insolence of the indopendent Filipinos in
their reliance upon the United States to
stand by them in their troubles with for-
eign powers would be making perpetual
causes of offence,

A blg army and navy, continual row and
no profit, “militarism" and lots of it: that
is Bryanism.

The Mazet Report,

All that there substance in the
report of the Mazet Committee are theso
recommendations:

There ghou!d bo a Charter revision coms-
mission.,

For this body thera is prepared the
advice thut the Mayor's term be cut down
from four years to two years and that
he bo made pzwin eligible for reélection,
To abridge the Mayor's term one-half,
would be to make o rudical change in the
Grreater New York Charter. There may be
good reasons for the proposed change, hut
if such reasons exist, they have not been
discovered by the Mazet Committee, At
all cvents, they are not stated in the pub-
lished report of the majority, I think it
80, because 1 think 1t =0.” is the only argu-
ment presented in o support of the recom-
mendation to lessen the term of the Chief
Magistrate of the city. The question is
not one which ean be settled by mere asser-
tion. If a change i8 to be made, it should
L only as the result of arguments based
upon ascertained facts and conditions,

is of

Borough Presidents ghould haveafull vote
in the Board of Publie Improvement, the
present restriction of each vote to subjects
which concern Its home borough being re-
mn\'wl.

Seetion 471 of the Charter should be
amended at onee, incorporating therein
provisions of Section 472, as to the power
of condemnation of the source of water
supply.

The Municipal Council should Le abol-
ished,

The power of the Doek Board to pur-
chase supplies should be subjected to pub-
lie bidding, as in other departments,

Penalties should be established to enforea
the printing of the January and July lists
of eity employees, with their salaries.

To the Legislature it is suggested that a
new building eode be enacted and that the
Code of Civil Procedure be amended so that
recaleitrant witnesses, of which there warn
many before the Committee, be effectively
dealt with,

The management of the Police, of the
Building Department and of the Tax De-
partment are beyvond the power of the
Legisiature to regulate, That is for the
town itself,

And that is all,

The importance of this report consists
chiefly in Its showing that a great city will
have such sort of administration of its
affairs a8 can be provided by its own hal-
lota, The Mazet Committes was & costly
enterprise, but, In view of its Instructive
conclusions, it cannot be called useless,

The Hon, WIitniaM LLoyp GARRISON, of-
flcial sonneteor to the Hon, Emivnio Acur.
NALDO, has built @ massive fourteen«liner for
the Hon. GeoncE Friesie Hoar, The laure-
ate celebrates all AGUINALDO’S friends free
of charge. We congratulate the Worcester
PicEwick upoo the honors he Is reaping. He
loves praise, and now he ls gettiog it from
such a poet o8 Mr, Garmisox {s and from
kindred statesmen like PETTIGREW and Brrry
Masow,

Trainmen on the New York and New Haven
Railroad have beenordered *to give oareful at.
tention to the heating and veutilation of the
ears, maintalning the teawuperature as uniformly
as possible ard near 83° Fahrenheit,”

The order i3 good for a start, but how soon
will the tralnmen affacted carry It out? They
cannot plead impossibility as ag excuse for
fallure. The only other eold country besides
the United Statos where houses are kept tight
agninst the cold, and warm, Russia, regulates
the temperaturs of 1ta rullroad oars to the frac-
tion of a degree, The Czar Is great.

With divers mighty minds in his train,
{neluding Ostrich JixM Hoco, Capt, Bax Tinv-
amAN, the Hon. DaviD ABsarom D ArMoOwND
ot Missouri and the Hon. JoE BracEsusN of
Kentueky, Col. BRYaN is t2 invade Baltimore
gpaturday night and contribute thought to the
Maryland Democratic Assoeiation, In view of
the fact that the Maryland Demoorats torgot
the Chicago platform last fall, the Colonsl's
Baltimore visit is amusing. He goes to cele-
brate himself in a State where the Democratic
managers find {t' prudent to say nothing about

him. e e .

Fault of & Good Orchestra Leader.

To rae Epiron or THE Son—~Sir: Fmil Paur, who
Jed the orchestra at the performance of the' Valkyrie'
last evenluy, is worthy of wielding the Wagnerian
baton; but he has a terrible habit of enjoining piane
upon his players by hissing “ShI'* at them so loudly
that is s extremely discordans with the masio, Mr,

Paur cught 204 to make aokses. Vaigrum,

s R a3
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THE S0UTH AVRIOAN SITVATION,

| Tum smIZURE OF AMERICAN FLOUR

The aflence regarding the operations on the | The Rule by Which Compensation Will Be

Tugeln continues, but it s quite obvious that
Important movements are In progress, The
military critio of one of the London papers at-
firms that on Monday morning Gen. Warren
with his divislon and something more was
five miles northwest of Bpringfleld, which
would place bim at about & mile und
8  hall  from Potgleter's Drift, where
1t was evidontly intended to force a erossing,
though the Boers were last reported to have a
strongly tortified position four and a half miles
from the dritt. The words “something more"’
are enigmatlo, but very probably signify that
Gen, Warren's division is accompanied by &
large mounted force with lght artlllery
which, when tho passage of the Tugsla
has been effected, will moke a rapid
move for the Drakensberg and strike for
one of the passos, while the Boer Army s
belng held off by the maln body of the British
ander Gen. Buller. The fact that a heltograph
message from Gen. White in Ladyemith on
Monday revorts seventy-five serlous cases of
fever lu his camp, goes to show that he was
still lsolated, and that the War Office is In full
communication with Gen. Buller, but s with-
holding all information from the British pube
lle. This establishes the polnt that up to
Monday morning no fighting had taken
place, leaving it to be Inferred that the British
dispositions had not yet been completed for
the expected general advance. The report
that the Boer women and children in north-
ern Natal and in the districts east of the Buf-
falo River, bordering on Zululand, were belng
sent north, makes it appear that flghting
s expected in that part of the ecountry
or that the Boers are preparing for
& goeneral evacuation of the territory
east of thr Drakeosberg and south of
the Pongolv Iliver in the event of their
defeat on the Tugela. At the same time it
must be remembered that it Gen. Buller 1s
somewhat slow for those who are clamortng
for an immediate march on Ladysmith, he can
very justly point to his experiences at Colenso
a8 60 many reasons why he should hurry
slowly, even though the garrlson of Lady-
smith may be in great straita. And then Gen.
Joubert and his men have to be reckoned with,

A Pretoria despatch of Baturday last states
that as a reseult of the bombardment of Mafe-
king, the vastern fort defending that place was
demollshed, and was abandoned by the British,
who retired into the town. It would seem as
though unless he is soon relleved, Col, Baden
Powell must capitulate. The Boer officlal
reports of the tighting at Ladysmith leavo
ft in doubt as to whether they were
so completely defeated as the early British
statements made out, it being said that they
had to retire from two of the three positions
they had taken, From Rensburg it is reported
that Gen, French is pressing the Boers toward
the Orange River, and Sterkstroom despatehes
say that Gen, Gatacrs had made a demonstra-
tion beyond Moiteno and found Stormberg oe-
cupied In foree.

On tho Modder River nothing of importanos
appoars to have taken place, but the river was
in flood and the fords impassable, the main
pody of the Boers keeping beyond range of the
observation of the British scouts and patrolling
parties, but keepiong o sharp lookout along
thelr entire front,

DECLINE IN

™me REILIGION,

Gov. Rollins of New Hampshire Chides the
Pulpit Before the Boston Ministers' Unlon,
From 'Ne Springfleld Republican,
Governor Rollins supplemented his famous
Fast Day proclamation by an address before the
Joston Ministars' Union the other day. When
he was done the Rev, E. E. Hale, who had intro-
duced him, sald he had heard more horse sensa
in that fifteen minutes of Governor Rollins
than he had heard before in a whole day
for twenty years. The Governor said:
“Though a memberof tha Episcopal Chureh
I make no vretensions at being a specially ree
ligious man, But T am sure that there isna
deep need of Christianity,  Withoat it our
Government must go the same way that other
governments have gona to decay, Tamequally
sure that Christianity (s losing itg hold over our
Yuopl». 1 have been in every town in New
Tampshire, know a lurge percentage of the

peop's, and am sure ol my ground.

“Tha Methodists, HBaptists  and Catholics
largely approved of my Fast Day proclamation,
but the Congregational pulpits  denied the
truth of my statements, and have boen
flarcoly attackad ns untrue to my native Seate,
But, partly a3 a result of my nroslamation,
T y distriets have been lmproved, and the
Episcopal Church has undertaken a house-tos
housa canvass of the whola Statae,

“Thoe reason of this deeline in raligion T ate
tribute to a loosening of religion« faith, You
clargymen are no longoer the spiritunl guides
of the people, who now fallow the religion of
the newspapers.  Tho ark has been overs
turned, tha Bible ncecount of the ereation de-
nied, Jonah ruru tiated and the anchor of the
oldl falth has been pulled up before the sails
are 8ot for the new, The best blood of the
country towns of northern Now England has
for generations been going to Boston and New
York, leaving in soma places only the weak-
linga to do the work in the old country homae,
These lass «-n--rizvtl- ones have intermarriad,
till in one town I om acquainted with in Maine
there 18 an imbeclle inalmost every family, due
to breeding in and o,

“Denominational discord 1s another cause of
religious decline in the conntry town, where
peopla carry their raligious disputes into week -
day business.and thusweaken ehureh influence,
From this deeline in religion naturally arises a
negleet of the Rahbath, the Introduction of
Furopean Sunday eustoms.  The plaving of
golf on Sunday s one ofour problems in New
Hampshire, Shops are open, and Sunday
theatres will he the next step. You will see
them in Boston within a fow years. The ine
crease of foreign population (s a gain rathee
than a loss to the country towns, for it hrings
in new blood, so greatly needed, and the peaple
are nsunlly atrong Catholiea, not {reeligious,
and their inerense Is a favorahle elament,

“What isto ba the remedy? Such organiza-
tlona as yours, tha meeting of ministers of all
denominations to discnss religions problems
{# A good fearure, as {3 the work of tha Youn
Men's Christian Assooiation. But the k.-.-m-.‘i
and strongest men in every eommunity now
hold entirely aloof from church work, and
apend their Sundays in physical reat, and are
seldom or naver seen in church, which 18 now
principally run by the women,

“The kind of men who go into tha ministry
is also a damage to the cause of religion.
Young men who have no apeeinl eall to any-
thing elsa drift into the pnlpit, where they
senk a chancs to @ot an easy living. Of ourse
this does not apply to any of you kentlemen in
this room, but the Protestant churches have
much to learn from the Roman Catholies who
take care to selact the brightest young men
for tha priesthood, not allowing any drones to
€0 to the theologieal seminary,

"“There {s too much attontion to amusement
n the ehurch, too many eandy-pulla and too
(ttle straightforward Gospel preached, Thers

are too many endeavorors and too little en-
deavor among the young people, We must
combat materialism, an fh[u can best be done
by using the straight, old-fashioned Gospel."”

From n Late Arrival From the Transvanl.

To rag Eprror or Tar Sux—-§ir: Being a daly
readerof Tae Sus siues I have retarned from the
Transvaal just a fow woeks ago, {t ainnsed mo very
much when I read about people playing ericket and
thestores in Johannesburg being open and doing
business, as before the war. Before wartial law was
declared, which wes on the 10th of October, 18up,
nearly all the stores and shops were closed and
bLarricaded in daily anticipation of war, alt r Kriger

ave England forty-sight hours to witbdraw her

roops from the border, which we all know she did
wotdo, Then I saw with my own eyes that which
was & llvely, hustling city before the 10th, a weck
after an slmost deserted town, and uuryrluvn closed
a6 tight as could be, Then he sayvs no looting was

ok on. Why, 1 kuow of a half & dozen houses up

n Doornfontein—that is the resldential part of the
city—~that were robhed in open daylight and no
potice taken of it, Why, 1 could write a dozen pages
like this of thinge that Lappened there up un'h the
80th of Uctuber, HuskY Sinos,

The Soup Houses of 1803,

Torae Eprror or Tar 8ux—Sir: Inview of the fact
thatths country 18 now passing through a period
of anasual and untold of prosperity, notwithstand-
ing the facs that Bryan is still howliug snd preach.
fug stlver and endeavoring to stir and create sirife
amoug the people, also a3 the “great battle” ap-
proachios, as s workingueo, permit wme to sugg st
these words, which may be placed 1o & conspicuons
part of your malchless papor: “Remember tue
soup bouses, distressing times, &o,, of 1843 The
thouglite of wbich «lone should bury Bryan and

s gang beyond resurreetion, Reavsx,

PROVIDENCE, Jap. 14

Lord Chief Justice Russell Whistled,

From the London Uaniy Mail.

The Lord Chirf Justioe was at Southampton ves-
terday to witness the sailing of she Kildouan Castls,
which Is taking his son, Liwut. Russell, to the
Cape. When the siren had hoarsely ordered “AlL

ashors’ Lord Russell of Killowen from the quay-
side did his best 8o attract his son’s atreution, but in
YALD.  Wiowing desperate the Lord Chief Justice
pinced two fingers to s month and biew & shrill
whistle, with an ease which & boy wight have enviad,
Lisus, Huesell, recognismug the signal, oame w0 the

Monsured-Willlam Pinkney's Opinlon
1n the Case of *The Betsey’’ 1a Good Law,

WasiiNoToN, Jva, 16.~Great Britain huv-
Ing admitted that tho selzure of the Amer-
fean flour was vunjustiiable and ordered
ita relaso, it follows, as @ mafter of
course, that she should make compen-
satlon to the owners, What fe the mous-
ure of that compsneation? The owners have
undoubtedly been put to eonsiderable expense
In proving to the satistaction of the Britlsh
(overnment thelr ownership and the innocent
oharacter of thelr cargoes; and besides this
they may suffor serious loss by the detention
of their property, In one onse, at loaat, the
parties to whom the flour was consigned have
refused to honor the drafts upon It on
the ground of its mondelivery accord-
ing to contract. and tho sale haa thus
boen' lost. It may be that an equally
advantgeeous sale cannot now be made. It ls
quite probable that this flour, It it had
been promptly delivered at Lorenzo Marques,
won!d have been sold at good prices there to
partivs purchasing with the intention of ship-
plog it overland to the Transvaal, where,
acoording to all accounts, provisions are scarcy
and high. Buch atransaction would have been
perfectly legal, for the laws of neutrality, as
{oterpreted by Eogland hemself, interpose no
objection (o the sale of provisions intended for
consamption by the Inhabitants in general of
a belligerent nation, and only justify their con-
fiscation when Intended for the wuse of Its
military forces.

The detention of this flour may have
worked groat damage to the owners in various
other ways, and when they get possesaion of
their property, it they find themselves unable
to dispose of it as advantageously as they could
have done but for the seigure, the British Gov-
ernment {s fairly bound to reimburse them for
their loss. The only equitable measure of
damages in such a case would be the difference
in the value of the flour when delivered to the
owners in Lorenzo Marques, and what it
would have been if the deltvery had not heen
delayed by the selzure; to which ia to be added
all expenses incurred by reason of the selzure.

It {s reported that the Britlsh Government
proposes in settling this matter to follow the
precedents set by the English prize courta,
which have been in the habit of awarding the
original cost of the cargo as shown by the
fnvoicesand 10 per cent. additional to cover
what ls termed “a reasonable mercantile profit,”
besides the actnal expenses incurred by reason
of the detention. Thie precedent waa estab-
llshed by Bir Willlam Beott, in accordance with
the British Orders fn Counell, in the prive
cases ad)udicated by him during the war be-
tween England and revolutionary Frauoe,

Of couree, if the owners of this flour are
satisfled to settle on this basis, there is an end
of the matter. But suppose they are not sat-
isfled ? Are they hound to accept the arbitrary
appraisement of the British courtorthe British
Government? Are they not entitled under tho
law of nations not only to their flour or its
value, bvt algo to any profitsa which they
can show they have been deprived of by
this illegal selzure? It wonld scem that they
are, both on prineiple and on precedent,

This question arose in 1707, before the com-
mission appointed, under the seventh article of
the Jay treaty, to settle claims arising from
the selzure of American vessels and cargoes;
aud after a full and able discussion it was de-
eided by a majority of the commission that
the elalmants were not coneluded by the award
of the British prize courts, and were entitled
not only to the actual value of their goods, but
totha profits that they would have made on
them it they had not been seized. William
Pinkney, the greatest American Inwyer of his
day, was one of the United States Commis-
sioners and his decision in the ease of “The
Detaey™ {a an able vindieation of the rights of
neutral owners in such cases, It applies so
cloarly to the prescnt case that a quotation from
it is opportuna:

*Tho last question which oecurred at the board in
this case respected the mle of compensation to he
applied in relation to the cargo. The majority were
of opinton that the elafmants wore entftled, not only
to the valne of their merchandise, bhut to the net
profits which wonld have been made of it at the port
of destination, {f the voyage had not been luter-
rupted. This opinion proceeded upon the supposi-
ilon that the voyage was wrongfully interrapted,
and upon that supposition would acem to be fres
from exception It Las been questioned, however,
and I shall assign my reasons for adopting it.

“There ean be no doubt that the {llegal capture and
condemnation of this vessel and cargo have glven to
the claimants a title to receive from the Dritish
Government the value of the things of which they
are deprived; but the question is whether they bave
not also a title to receive the profits that might and
would have arisen from them. The right of the
claimants to the cargo was a perfectone; and for
that reason they are anthorized to demand com-
pensation for its valne; but this right was in no
reapect better or more perfect than their right to
proceed upon thelr voyage and to make snch profit
of the goods as the situation of the destined market
wonld at the time of the vessel's arrival enatle
them undor all circumetances to make, When
the claimants show that the eargo belonged
to them, that the voyace which the vessel
had commencel was a lawful one, that there was
no ground njpon which she conld justifiably be
eclzed or detained, they prove a complete wight to
prosecute that vorage withont molestation, and to
acqniresnchadvantages therefrom asinthe conrse of
trade might falrly be calculated on, Nocompensation
for an injury can be jnst and adequate which Aoes
not repair that injnry: but he who deprives me of a
lawful protit which Iam employsd in making can-
not be said to afford reparation until he has given
me an ejuivalent for the advantazes of which he
has deprived me. Rutherforth lays down the rule
that 'in estimating the damawes which any one has
sustafned, where gnch things as ho hasa perfect right
to are unjuatly taken from him, or withholden or in-
tercepted, we are to consider not only the value of the
thing itself, but the value. likewise, of the fruits or
profits that might have arisen from it. He who is
the owner of the thing is likewise the owner of such
fruits or profits, 8o that it ia as properly a damage
to be deprived of them as to be deprived of the thing
fteelf. But it is to be considerad whether he could
have receivid theae profits without any lahor or ex-
pense, because if he could not, then in rettling the
damages for which reparation {s to be made the prof-
its are not to be rated at their full rate, but an al-
lowance {a to be made for the labor or expense of
eollecting or recelving them, and when the labor op
expense is deductod from their full worth, the re-
mainder is all that he has lost, and, conseqnently, is
all that he has any title to demand,' "

It was urged by the British Commissioners
that this eommisslon in fixing the damages
should be governed hy the rule of the Adm .
ralty Court fixing them at 10 par cent., but Mr,
Pinkney Insisted that this rule was an arbitrary
one which had no binding force on the Com-
missioners,

The British Commlissianers ohjacted that
there would ba grent Jdiffleulty in fixing the
prices at which the eargons might have hoen
#old {f they had not been seized, but to this My,
Pinkney replied: J

“It {s supposed thatthere can be no certainty in
estimating profits with a view to the prices current
at the port of destination. Iam satistied to the con-
trary. To ascertain the current prices of the com-
modities composing the cargo at any given time i
neither mpossible nor diticult, What those com-
modities were, together with thelr quality, may be
shown by tho ship’s papers and other testimony,
The deduction for risk s known at once by the rate
of insurance, and tho expineos of frefght, landing,
storage, &o., and the smount of duties no person can
e ata loss for."”

The_majority of the Commissioners agree
with Mr. Pinkney, and the declgion n‘f (;h'.:
board was to allow the owners of cargoes il-

legally seized not only their original cost, but
in addition such net profits as it appeared thoy
would have recelved, measured by the prices

eurrcnt at the port of destination, at
the eargoes would have arrived
Illegal seizure. In the case of "The Botaay,"
as stated by the Dritish Commissioners, this
amounted to nearly 100 per cent.
J. 8. Tuckeg,

the tima
but for their

The Strategist in Town.

From Punch,
As thro' the Strand at eve we went
The Btratogist aud | '
We taught the (reuerals their trade,
We turew Von Moltke in the shads,
We kuew the reason why,
O blessings on the good couceit
That never need be shy,
That could each dificulty meet
rA\ml avery penl spy.
or when we came b Charing C
Aud would have pagsed Ihu‘ﬂ*h";."
A Brompton "bus we did not see

Came at ng-— s
And where were wh?
The Strategist and L) J

e |

FREE TRADE WITH PUERTO RIC0,

The Cabinet Adheres to the Recommenda.
tion in the President's Message.

Wasnixoron, Jan, 18.—There was a long dia.
cusslon at the regular meeting of the Cabint
to-day (n regard to the proposed measures tg
rolleve the commercial and Industrlal situation
in Puerto Rico, The partioular subject consil.
ered was the recommendation in the Presi.
dent's annual Message to Congress that turiq
duties botween the United Btatesand the lalang
should be abolished. Thia receommendation
wonastronglyapproved by Governor-Gieneral Dae
vis Immediately after his arrival in Washington
last wook, Ile said that the situation in Puerty
Rico demanded that this measure should ve
taken upatonce In orderto bring about astataof

proureruun the island. Bevoral lead!ng Ra.
rul»l can Senators, espacially from New Fige
nd, and soma l‘hruhlll-un members of tha
House have declared thamselves In oppositiig
to iree trade with Puerto Rico and some
them have sald that they will oppose the 1miense.
ure when it is brought befors Congress,

It was agroed at the Calinat meoting thay
the President could not modify his recome
mendation and the view was exprosesd (hag
no other measnre conld possthly be dovised
that would accomplish so mach for the upe
bullding ot the isiand,

CADLES DEWKY CUT,

The President Sends to Congress the Bill of
the Company Owning Them,

Wasunixaros, Jan. 16.=The President to-doy
transmitted to Congress the claim of t1a
Fastern Extension Telegraph Compary,
amonnting to §4,554, lor compensation on ace
count of expenses In repairing the cables Loe
tween Manila and Hong Kong, and Manila and
iloilo, eut by orders of Admliral Dowey during

the Spanish war, The claim {8 prosentoad Ly
the British Government through the Dpar -
ment of State, and Soeretary Hay, in transoit-
ting it, appends an opinion of the Attorney
(teneral that it has no stunding in law. Thoy
Secretary, howevor, turns the claim over to
Congresa In order that it may determira
whethor or not, as an act of comity and equity
the company should be reim bursed for actu A
expenses i repairing the cablos.

British Shop Girls to Sit Down,
From the Lancs!,

With thoe fiwst day of the new year the Seats
for Shop Assistants act came into foree and
with it we hope the amelioration of much suf«
fering among & eertain class of women, Wa
sy "amelioration,” Leeanse the evil that hus
bLeen wrought by compelling women to stand
all day long in shops through ignoranee and
prejudice muost stiil take time before it can be
cradicated altogether. It is with particulue
pleasure that we announce the coming into ope
eration of this act, becanss we huve for years
poluted out the evils of long stun tieg in shops,
more especially in regard to drapery ostablishie-
ments, The new act, which is pructically pars
of the Shop Hours acts, is whle in t8 applicus
tion, as will be seen from the following clause;

In all roomsof & shop or other promises where
goods are ncinally retailed to the pablic, and whea
female assistants are employed torthe retailing of
goods to the public, the cloployer "arr: ing on bus+
ness in such prenives shall provide seats bebind the
counter orin stich other position as miny bo suitable
for the purpose, and such seatsshall be n the proe
portion of uot less than one seat tosvery three
feinale assistants employed in cach room,

The first offence of non-complian @ with the
provigions of the aet earries with it on cone
vietlon a penalty not excecding £3, and suoe
sequent offences a penalty not exeeeding £5,
witha minimum of £1. The pew act will be
weleomed by tha hard-working girls of one
<hops, and inasmuch as the eviis from which
the girls sulered frequently extended juto
family life the community at large i8 to be cone
gratulated,

Natural Gas Utilized by Tramps.
From the Topeka state Jourral.

INprPENDENCE, Jan B —~Two years ago a well
wus drilled on the Hays farm in search of oil,
The well was put down t-r some Fastern coms
pany. Bitnated in a secluded ilm-« along a
little ereek, very few peoplo ever knew that the
well had been drilled. What was found in the
well will never be known, for, a8 soon as it was
completed, it was immediately fliled up with
rock and dirt. Lately, however, gas has begun
{0 lssue from the well, and now it eomes forth
in considerable quantities. It is not far from
u little station on the Bants F¢ Railroad, and
this winter the tramps have taken possession
of the place. They have piled rocks around the
well and turned a part of an old stove over {¢,
»n which they cook. They have put up a
shanty, and in the eentre of the room theip

! stove heated it with natural gas. The advane

tage of natural gas hus made the place a favore
ite rendezvous for tramps for miles around,
and they have quite a colony there,

Alcohol Serum,
From the Lancet,

The Paris Academy of Medicine, at {ta meeting of
Doc. 24, listened to a very interesting paper come
wunicated by MM, Broca, Sapelier and Thiebaut
on the discovery of a so called anti-alcoholio serum
which has already created a great deal of excitement
fu the dally papers and which looks rather like »
trade advertisement. The thr e observers in ques-
tion started from tha principle that in alcoholio
intoxication, as in morphia intoxication, there is &
prelimtoary period which is characterzied by grad-
ual toleration of the drug and a feeling of desirs for
the polson. On the other hand, it i well known
that certain organle poisous, more especially those
produced by mierobes, form in the organism anti-
toxins which represent the elemonts of resistance
which the orzanisin offers to lnfection. These anti-
toxins injected into another organism place thad
organism in astate of being able to resist the cor
reaponding poison

The observers therefors determined to make re-
gearch on these prineiples into the action of alcohol,
They produced tolerance to aleohol in the horse by
giving it by the month and then found that the
ser m of this horse miected into other animals
which had been made tolerant and foud of alcohol
yroduced dn the animals in question snch a distaste
to aleohol that they preferred to give up both eating
and drinking rather that continne to take alcohol,
The injection of this sernn in large doses has pros
duccd neither in animals nor man any unpleasans
symptoms either local or genersl. M, Broea and his
colleagues proposed to call this sabstance ‘‘antis
ethyline.”

Clinical experiments made upon drunkards had
wiven most interesting aud somewhat inconeeivabla
results, The drunkard treatad with anti-ethyline
18t all his taste for alcohol; he no louger cared for
bLrandy, rum, or absiutho, but he preserved a liking
for wine sand his appetite and strongth returned, Up
to the preseut anti-cthyline seems powerless to make
any improvement in tho orgauic alterations pro-
duced by the action of alcohol, It is only right to
#ay that this thirsting scrum which does away with
any hungering aftor bran ly, but preserves the taste
for wine, was received by the Academy with smiling
ineredulity.

Evolution of English Political Methods.
Fromthe We minger Gaz tle,

The Tories are not behindland (nthe artof politee
eal "hossing,” Mr. Middlcton, the chief Tory agent,
speaking & wonth or =0 ago, said to his Tory agentss

“The work of the sgeuts I8 increasing, especially
with the vast amonnt of manicipal work as well as
Parliamentary which 18 now thrown upon their
hands, Itrequires as much skill in the present day to
conduet those municipal contests as to conduet Par-
liamentary contests.  Bedddes, thore ure minor local
sppointments which are day by day belug tilled up
more and more at the instigition of party organize

tions. Although T have never favored that to any
kroat extent, it i< a necessity which has been thrust
upon them snd which 1 fail to see how any azent

who i8 working a constitnency can avoid dealing
with."”

This sounds distinctly Tammaniacal, We guots
it at the ruoment as evidines that the wheel hos
come full cir le, The Tories who wero o shocked
st the "canvus’” bave adopted it and added to it with
& vengeance,

Needed in His Business,
From the Chicago Times-Hera' |

“I've declded.” said the diguified old man, **to le§
you have that young Briteloy after all if you are
positive that you cau’t be bappy withoat bim.””

‘Ol father!” the beautiful girl eried, 'you don's
know how happy you have madome. N w | can ses
the gates of paradise opening.  Doar, dear, good old
kqun Joet tue Kise you for those sweet words

can har iy walt 5 o him and teil b the glos
rious news., He will be so 2iad’ Wo shall all he <o
bappy now, 1t scetus alinost like a lovely dreary
[ oan hardly believe that Tam swake, But, tell e
what bas sde you change your mind?  Veste dav
when Ltriad to plead for him you said you woull
never permit us to sea ea b othop seai, A, af you
bid known how those woris braised my heart
What bas happened, tather, to 1aake vou reent /*

He kissed her foudly, and then, with tcars In Lo«
eyrs. replind:

"1 watin a Mttla game of poker where he hap e |
to have a han'! last night, and if we don’t get that
money back in the fawilly some way wy business is
golng to suffer.’

He Overdid It.

From the Hos'on Ev.ning Tranwript,
Carrin—~Tell me, Kate, how was it you  d ned
marry Mr. Tyler?
Kate~He told me I was the only woman he oo @
loved. If & wan will o o you befupy wa i n@ s
what stosies wout he tell afterward?
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